RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
respect borrow a phrase from the Gracious Speech:
'My relations with foreign Powers continue to be
friendlyV Before he sat down he was in a serious
passage to say " I do not envy them their offices, but
I do envy them their opportunities." He turned to
tease the luckless Mr. Lansbury, sitting like a faithful
and bewildered sheepdog as the leader of the tiny
Opposition. "He has," he said of him, ccwith perfect
sincerity, and with many agreeable turns of phrase
and fancy, held up to us always that dim Utopia,
which would reduce our civilization to one vast
national soup kitchen, surrounded by innumerable
municipal bathing pools."
Later on in the same speech he made it clear that
he was not going to die in the last ditch on the issue of
Free Trade. A gasp was audible from some new
Members as the House heard one who had been a
principal champion of the system say, "I am sure that
the overwhelming wish and intention of the electorate
was that we should now definitely abandon our Free
Trade system and make a substantial and scientific
experiment in general Protection. ... I for one
accept the fact that the nation has decided in favour
of a real and great change in our fiscal policy." The
reader may decide for himself whether Churchill was
displaying an unworthy opportunism or great sound-
ness of judgment. The gasp was in any event a
belated explosion of feeling. Churchill had been
advocating Protection before the General Election.
I do not know to what extent Hansard is read by the
public. To some very politically minded people I am
aware that it is a fascinating study. But they are
undoubtedly a tiny minority. And even most of
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